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A STATEMENT 


REGARDING THE EVANGELICAL LOYALTY 
OF THE Boarp oF ForEIGN MIssIoNs 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U.S.A. 


Adopted by the Board on January 15, 1934 


I 
Criticisms Faced 


HERE is no work more deeply loved and 
Rea by the Presbyterian Church than its 
foreign missionary work, but it is evident from 
communications and reports which have come to 
the Board that there are some earnest members of 
the Church who have been disturbed by unwar- 
ranted representations with regard to the evangel- 
ical loyalty of the Presbyterian Church as a whole 
and especially its foreign missionaries and foreign 
mission agencies. In these matters the law of the 
Presbyterian Church is unequivocally clear as to 
where authority and responsibility rest under the 
Constitution of the Church. This Constitution 
lodges such responsibility and authority in the courts 
of the Church, Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly. These bodies alone are charged with de- 
termining all questions of doctrine and government, 
and their decisions rendered under the Constitution 
are conclusive unless and until they are constitu- 
tionally reversed. The issues affecting the foreign 
missionary work of the Church which are involved 
in the present situation (including the pamphlets 
circulated throughout the churches) have been 
authoritatively passed upon by these courts, by the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia at its meeting on April 3, 
1933, the Presbytery of New Brunswick at its meet- 
ing on April 11, 1933, and by the General Assembly 
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at its meeting in Columbus, Ohio, on May 27, 
1933. The Presbytery of Philadelphia referred the 
matter to a special committee which, after full hear- 
ings, reported unanimously in support of the Board, 
and the Presbytery approved its report. 


ACTIONS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


The definite and conclusive action of the final 
court of the Church, the General Assembly, was 
taken on the recommendation of forty-three of the 
forty-five members of the Standing Committee on 
Foreign Missions, after a thorough hearing by the 
Committee, and was overwhelmingly adopted by 
the General Assembly in 1933, as follows: 


“The General Assembly reaffirms its loyal and 
complete adherence to the Doctrinal Standards of 
the Presbyterian Church. We declare our belief 
that while certain truths may be found in other 
religions, complete and final truth is to be found 
in Jesus Christ alone, through the religion of which 
he is the center. We recognize the necessity laid 
upon the Church as his visible representative upon 
earth to bring his full gospel to the whole world 
as the final hope of men. 

“The Assembly lays upon the presbyteries the 
duty of the most careful consideration of the doc- 
trinal position of candidates ordained and pre- 
sented to the Board for missionary service, and at 
the same time instructs the Board to inquire care- 
fully into the special fitness of all such candidates 
for their peculiar responsibility. 

“The General Assembly is convinced that the 
work of the missionaries in the various foreign 
fields, as a whole, deserves the whole-hearted, un- 
equivocal, enthusiastic and affectionate commenda- 
tion of the Church at large. 

“The Assembly also expresses its thorough confi- 
dence in the members of the Board of Foreign 
Missions and its belief that they have steadfastly 
endeavored and are endeavoring, by every means 
within their power, to support the secretaries and 
the missionaries of the Board in the gospel 
enterprise.” 


Since the meeting of the General Assembly many 
synods and many presbyteries have taken action 
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explicitly endorsing the action of the General Assem- 
bly and expressing their loyalty to and trust in the 
missionaries and the Board. Not one court of the 
Church has taken any adverse action. 


II 


Submission to the Law of the Church 


Tue Law of the Presbyterian Church in this matter 
is clear. Dr. Charles Hodge sets it forth in his quota- 
tion from the Basis of Union of 1758 and his judicial 
and authoritative comment thereon. The Basis of 
Union declared: 


“When any matter is determined by a major vote, 
every member shall either actively concur with, or 
passively submit to, such determination; or, if his 
conscience permit him to do neither, he shall 
peaceably withdraw from our communion, with- 
out attempting to make any schism; provided 
always, that this shall be understood to extend 
only to such determinations as the body shall 
judge indispensable in doctrine, or Presbyterian 
government. 

“Tt shall be esteemed and treated as a censurable 
evil to accuse any member of heterodoxy, insufh- 
ciency, or immorality, in a caluminating manner, 
or otherwise than by private brotherly admonition, 
or by a regular process, according to our known 
rules of judicial trial in cases of scandal. 

“We unanimously declare our serious and fixed 
resolution, by divine aid, to take heed to ourselves 
that our hearts be upright, our discourse edifying, 
and our lives exemplary for purity and godliness; 
to take heed to our doctrine that it be not only 
orthodox, but evangelical and spiritual, tending to 
awaken the secure to a suitable concern for their 
salvation, and to instruct and encourage sincere 
Christians; thus commending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God; to cultivate 
peace and harmony among ourselves, and to 
strengthen each other’s hands in promoting the 
knowledge of divine truth, and in diffusing the 
savour of piety among our people. 

“Finally, we earnestly recommend it to all under 
our care, that instead of indulging a contentious 
disposition they would love each other with a pure 
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heart fervently, as brethren who profess subjec- 
tion to the same Lord, adhere to the same faith, 
worship, and government, and entertain the same 
hope of glory.” 


Dr. CHARLES Hopce’s COMMENT 


“This noble declaration is for our Church what 
the declaration of independence is for our country. 
It isa promulgation of first principles; a setting forth 
of our faith, order and religion, as an answer to those 
who question us. It is the foundation of our ecclesi- 
astical compact, the bond of our union. Those who 
adhere to the principles here laid down are entitled 
to a standing in our Church; those who desert them, 
desert not merely the faith but the religion of our 
fathers, and have no right to their name or their 
heritage. It is with grateful exultation we read that 
this declaration was unanimously adopted, that 
every member of the united Synod set his hand to 
this testimony in behalf of truth, order and evan- 
gelical religion. If our Church will faithfully bear 
up this standard, then shall she look forth as the 
morning; then shall she arise and shine, and the 
glory of the Lord shall be seen upon her.” 


Il 
The Position of the Board 


Tue Boarp desires for itself to speak a word of 
definite assurance to those earnest friends in the 
Church who have been disturbed by unwarranted 
representations. 3 

All the members and officers of the Board clearly 
understand that, having been appointed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly as the authorized agency to represent 
the whole Church in its foreign missionary work, 
they should discharge the obligations imposed in 
entire obedience to the instructions of the General 
Assembly, and in full loyalty to the Standards of the 
Presbyterian Church, and the whole system of doc- 
trine contained therein. In these and in all other 
respects the Board has sought to administer the 
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trust laid upon it by the General Assembly with 
absolute fidelity, and it is determined to hold this 
trust inviolate. 


IV 


Qualifications for Missionary Appointment 


ALL MISSIONARIES, prior to their appointment, are 
asked the following questions: 

Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice? 

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confes- 
sion of Faith of this Church as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures? 

Do you approve of the government and dis- 
cipline of the Presbyterian Church in these United 
States? 


THe CONTENT OF YOUR CHRISTIAN MESSAGE? 


This question is vital. You propose to go to a 
foreign land in order to propagate the Christian 
religion, either by public address, or by personal 
contacts, or by both. It is of utmost importance that 
you should have a clear idea of what this religion 
is. Any positive statements upon Christian faith 
and practice which you wish to make should be set 
forth here, and will naturally include your idea of 
God, Jesus Christ, the redemptive work of Chris- 
tianity, duties to your fellow men, the Bible, the 
Church, together with such other leading truths 
as you would expect to embody in your message. 

What is your attitude toward the statement that 
the supreme and controlling aim of foreign mis- 
sions is to make Jesus Christ known to all men as 
their Saviour and Lord? 

In what ways have you helped others to a per- 
sonal commitment to Jesus Christ? 


FaITHFULNEssS OF MIssIONARIES Now SERVING 


No missionaries are appointed who cannot satis- 
factorily answer these questions. After appointment, 
all missionaries are amenable to the Missions to 
which they belong, and all ordained men to presby- 
teries as well. If there is one missionary of the Board 
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who is not true to the central doctrinal convictions of 
our Church, the Board does not know him. If any 
one has evidence of the unfaithfulness of a mission- 
ary and will report it to the Board, the Board will 
deal with it at once in a constitutional way. While 
the Board is not an ecclesiastical body and cannot 
trench upon the jurisdiction of presbyteries over any 
one’s ecclesiastical standing in the Presbyterian 
Church, the Board is the judge of the qualifications 
of missionaries, and it deems sound views of Christ 
and the gospel a vital qualification. On the other 
hand, the Board cannot withdraw confidence from 
devoted missionaries on the basis of impersonal and 
unsupported charges regarding unnamed and un- 
identified missionaries, and the Board believes that 
further rumors or suspicions should be resolutely 
discountenanced. Our missionaries have gone out 
from the heart and homes of the Church. Christian 
people who know them should silence false reports 
as to their character and consecration. 


Vv 
Membership of the Board 


TuHeE Boarp is not a self-constituted or self-continu- 
ing body. It is elected by the General Assembly. Each 
year the terms of office of one-third of its members 
expire. The General Assembly may re-elect or not 
as it sees fit, with the proviso, however, that one- 
third of the retiring class cannot be re-elected if they 
have served two full terms. The Board has been 
careful not to make recommendations to the Assem- 
bly regarding its membership. It has been stated that 
the Board’s membership is drawn from only a few 
presbyteries in or near New York City. As a matter 
of fact there is now, unfortunately, not one minister 
from the Presbytery of Brooklyn-Nassau on the 
Board, only one from the Presbytery of New York, 
and he the pastor of a church outside the City. 
The members of the Board come from seventeen 
presbyteries, namely: Baltimore, Carlisle, Cayuga, 
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Connecticut Valley, Elizabeth, Jersey City, Lacka- 
wanna, Morris and Orange, New Brunswick, New 
York, Newark, Philadelphia, Philadelphia North, 
Pittsburgh, Washington, Westchester, Youngstown. 
The Board meets monthly, with frequent additional 
committee meetings, and its membership has to be 
near enough to attend these meetings. 


VI 
Coo peration in Union Enter prises 


WITH REGARD to the participation of our Church in 
union and cooperative enterprises, including Chris- 
tian Literature Societies, which are said to be open- 
ing the door for unevangelical teaching by mission- 
aries of other denominations, it has always been the 
pride of our Church that it has been prepared to 
enter in the fullest measure into fellowship and co- 
operation with all branches of the Church which 
are faithful to the great evangelical convictions. The 
overwhelming need for colleges, seminaries, and 
medical schools, and for Christian Literature, and 
the lack of funds to equip and maintain separate 
denominational institutions has impelled our Mis- 
sions to join forces with other denominations in the 
interests of economy, efficiency and Christian unity. 

The Board calls attention to the facts: (1) That 
such union effort has been repeatedly and explicitly 
approved and advised by the General Assembly; 
(2) That the whole policy was carefully reviewed 
and reaffirmed by the Post-War Conference of mis- 
sions, representing all the Missions, in 1920, and by 
the later Conference at Lakeville in 1931, was re- 
ferred to and unanimously concurred in by the 26 
Missions at their annual meetings, and was then 
reported to and ratified by the General Assemblies 
of 1922 and 1932; (3) That such unions have been 
entered into only with sister evangelical churches 
which are recognized as such by the General Assem- 
bly; (4) That each case of union was reported at 
the time to the General Assembly. When a question 
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arose regarding the Chosen Christian College, the 
Assembly made an exhaustive investigation through 
a special Commission which, after an inquiry ex- 
tending through a year, reported unanimous ap- 
proval of the institution to the General Assembly 
af 1921, which unanimously adopted the report; 
(5) That whenever difficulties and problems, doc- 
trinal or otherwise, arise in connection with these 
institutions, it is the policy and purpose of the Board 
to take them up with the institutions concerned and 
the boards of the other denominations associated 
with it. If agreement cannot be reached on a true 
and sound evangelical basis, the Board will recom- 
mend withdrawal from further participation. 


Vil 
“Re-Thinking Missions’ 


THERE HAVE been criticisms of the Board’s attitude 
toward the volume known as “Re-Thinking Mis- 
sions.” The actions of the Board on November 11th, 
1932, and March 20th, 1933, while expressed with 
Christian courtesy, were explicitly clear. No Board 
spoke more promptly or with more faithful and judi- 
cious care regarding the issues raised by this volume 
‘than the Presbyterian Board in these two actions 
which were unanimously adopted. While it recog- 
nized what was good in this volume, the Board in 
these actions declared with regard to the chapters 
of the report relating to the basis of the missionary 
enterprise that 


“(1) These chapters do not conform to the fun- 
damental aim of foreign missions as expressed in 
the Manual of the Board. 

“(2) The Board affirms its loyalty to the Stand- 
ards of the Presbyterian Church and maintains the 
absolute finality, sufficiency and universality of the 
gospel of Christ. 

“The Board has long expressed and still expresses 
its aim in its Manual as follows: 

““The supreme and controlling aim of foreign 
missions is to make the Lord Jesus Christ known 
to all men as their Divine Saviour and to persuade 
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tliem to become his disciples; to gather these 
disciples into Christian churches which shall be 
self-propagating, self-supporting, self-governing; 
to cooperate, so long as necessary, with these 
churches in the evangelizing of their country- 
men and in bringing to bear on all human life 
the spirit and principles of Christ.’ ” 


How THE REporT was HANDLED 


The Board is prepared to use with utmost freedom 
those practical elements in the report which can aid 
in the improvement and advancement of its work. 
In pursuance of this policy the Board has sent a copy 
of the report to each field station for careful con- 
sideration by the missionaries, who are to communi- 
cate with the Board. It has also referred the sections 
of the report to its proper committees who will 
await response from the Missions wherever the rec- 
ommendations involve the work of the field. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’s ACTION 


These actions of the Board were reported to the 
General Assembly and the Assembly took action as 


follows: 

“The General Assembly recognizes the profound 
interest in the foreign missions enterprise which is 
evidenced in the painstaking and far-reaching 
inquiry, the results of which are stated in the vol- 
ume entitled, ‘Re-Thinking Missions.’ The practi- 
cal suggestions incorporated in that volume have 
been considered by the Board of Foreign Missions. 
The General Assembly is content to leave the appli- 
cation of these suggestions with the Board. The 
Assembly does, however, definitely repudiate any 
and all theological statements and implications in 
that volume which are not in essential agreement 
with the doctrinal position of the Church. The 
Assembly cannot see its way clear to approve a 
complete, centralized administration of Protestant 
foreign mission work.” 


Boarp ACTION 


In conformity with the above statement of funda- 
mental aims and standards and in agreement with 
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the declarations of the General Assembly and the 
General Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., the Board definitely disavows those parts 
of the volume “Re-Thinking Missions” which are 
not in harmony with New Testament teachings and 
not in agreement with the doctrinal position of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

In this matter the Board has faithfully represented 
the General Assembly and also the Missions of our 
Church whose attitudes are fairly embodied in the 
unanimous action of the Shantung (China) Mission, 
one of the two largest Missions of the Church, as 
follows: 


DECLARATION OF THE SHANTUNG MIssION 


“Having made a careful study of ‘Re-Thinking 
Missions’ the Shantung Mission finds in this report 
sections which contain value and suggestion in 
facing the ever-changing conditions confronting 
missions. Nevertheless, we believe that much of the 
report fails to give a true picture of conditions as 
they exist in this part of China. We are glad to 
apply criticism and the highest standards to our- 
selves and to our work, hoping to discover the 
causes and cures for our weaknesses, but we do not 
believe that the pronouncements of this report can 
be taken as final on these matters. Moreover, in 
those sections of the report bearing on theological 
concepts we find much with which we do not 
agree. We believe that the only reliable guide for 
faith and practice is the Word of God as found in 
the Old and New Testaments and that these Scrip- 
tures must be our standard for judging and court of 
final appeal in spiritual matters. We cannot agree 
with the report that ‘the final truth is the New 
Testament of every existing faith’ to be developed 
‘by way of the immediate strengthening of several 
of the present religions of Asia, Christian and non- 
Christian together.’ 

“We consider the purpose of Christian Missions 
to be the fulfilling of the Saviour’s command: ‘Go 
ye, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, bap- 
tizing them into the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you.’ 
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We feel that the statement of the purpose of mis- 
sions found on page 59 — “To seek with people of 
other lands a true knowledge and love of God, ex- 
pressing in life and word what we have learned 
through Jesus Christ, and endeavoring to give effect 
to his spirit in the life of the world’— is so far from 
adequate that we cannot accept it in place of the 
statement of the aim of foreign missions found in 
the opening paragraph of our Board’s Manual, 
which is: “he supreme and controlling aim of 
foreign missions is to make the Lord Jesus Christ 
known to all men as their Divine Saviour and to 
persuade them to become his disciples; to gather 
these disciples into Christian churches which shall 
be self-propagating, self-supporting, self-governing; 
to cooperate, so long as necessary, with these 
churches in the evangelization of their country- 
men and in bringing to bear on all human life the 
spirit and principles of Christ.’ 

“We believe that the statements of the message 
for the Orient stop short of the great essential faith 
in the only Name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved. In this 
section we note the striking absence of reference 
to Jesus Christ and faith in him and to certain 
other great truths which we consider unique to 
Christianity. We believe that Christianity has both 
a unique and an indispensable message of salva- 
tion, of life, of power for this life and hope for the 
next, through Jesus Christ, together with an equally 
unique message about God, the Holy Spirit and 
his work in the hearts and lives of those who truly 
believe in Christ, prayer, sin, the necessity of being 
born again, the Cross, the Resurrection, and a fu- 
ture life. We believe that the power to produce ‘a 
new kind of person’ transforming society, of which 
the report speaks, can only be found through Christ 
and in the Comforter whom he has sent to those 
who put their faith in him. 


“We believe that a true and definite evangelistic 
aim should be kept clearly in view in all phases of 
mission work and that Christ should be held up by 
both deed and word. Only in this way can we 
realize the ideal of making the future of missions 
‘the exacting way of the best.’ ” 
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VIll 
Mission Study Books 


Tue Boarp shares the dissatisfaction of many in the 
Church with some of the mission study text-books 
which have been prepared for interdenominational 
use. It is desirable that as far as possible mission 
study books should be available for use in all our 
evangelical churches, but it is the determination of 
the Board that hereafter when the books provided 
are out of accord with the fundamental convictions 
of our Church they shall either be supplemented and 
corrected by suitable mission study helps or be re- 
placed by books that can be rightly commended. In 
cooperative work with other denominations we can- 
not command and are not solely responsible. 


IX 


Institutional and other Forms of Work 


THE INTIMATIONs that have been given currency to 
the effect that the Missions of the Board are too 
largely institutional and satisfied with secondary ac- 
tivities instead of primarily and dominantly evan- 
gelistic, are without basis in fact. The Manual of 
the Board, after defining in Article I the aim of 
missions, as already quoted, declares: 

“The Board considers all methods and forms of 
missionary service of value in so far as they contri- 
bute to the realization of the aim stated in Article 
I. In this sense all are essentially evangelistic. Our 
message is Christ, our end is Christ, and Christ 
must be Lord of all our activities and relation- 
ships. Questions of proportion and relation of vari- 
ous methods must be determined in the light of 
varying conditions of time and place.” 

The Lakeville Conference of the Board and rep- 
resentatives of all its Missions and of the home 
Church in 1931 declared: 


“Tt is evident that there has been and is much 
confusion in missionary discussions and in mission- 
ary policy due to misunderstanding in the use of 
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terms ‘Evangelism’ and ‘Evangelistic.’ We believe 
that all forms of missionary work are entitled to 
be regarded as evangelistic, when they communi- 
cate and express the good news of Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and when they seek to win men and 
women to become his disciples. All forms of mis- 
sionary work and all missionaries must constantly 
and steadfastly endeavor to do these things. 

“We believe that the gospel is to be proclaimed 
and Jesus Christ to be made known, not by word 
or deed but by word and deed; that preaching 
Christ and living Christ are not to be dissociated; 
that truth and life go together; and that this union 
is to be effected not by having some missionaries 
who only preach and other missionaries who only 
heal or teach, but by having all missionaries com- 
municate the gospel by both word and deed.” 


INSTITUTIONAL WorkK SELF-SUPPORTING 


As a matter of fact the institutional work, so- 
called, is largely self-supporting. The chief contribu- 
tion of the Board is in the living personnel which 
supplies this work with its true missionary character. 
The maintenance of the 86 hospitals and 124 dispen- 
saries of the Board cost mission funds only $28,975.00 
and provide by their own receipts on the field 
$420,944.00 per annum. The colleges and universi- 
ties, Presbyterian and union, apart from missionary 
personnel, expend approximately $1,116,540.00 per 
annum, of which only $64,203.00 is contributed from 
Presbyterian mission funds. 


X 
That the Work May Continue 


Tue Boar entreats the churches in the name of the 
General Assembly whose agency it is, in the name of 
faithful missionaries whose life-work is menaced, in 
the name of millions who are without the saving 
knowledge of our Blessed Redeemer, and in the 
name of our Divine Lord himself, to remember that 
withholding or diverting gifts penalizes not the 
members of the Board but the devoted missionaries 
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and their work. The Board expresses the confident 
expectation that all Presbyterians who are loyal to 
the Church and to the great task that Christ has laid 
upon it will enlarge their missionary offerings so 
that old deficits may be completely wiped out and 
the needs of the work may be met, and that there 
may be no necessity of recalling missionaries or of 
sacrificing that which it has cost a century of devo- 
tion to build. 


THE Boarp oF Foreicn Missions 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHuRcH, U.S.A. 
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1934 


